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   MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 

On behalf of the Council of the Society I extend warm season greetings; this is always an exciting time for 
organists. 

As your new President I firstly wish to thank my predecessor Gordon Atkinson & his Vice President Chris 
Trikilis for their magnificent  leadership of the Society. I am both relieved & delighted that both are continuing 
on the Council next year.  

The next Society function will be an informal barbecue in the beautiful CWA grounds in Lansell Road Toorak.  
I urge you to attend if you are able to do so & look forward to meeting with you. 

Alan Roberts. 
 

The Society has welcomed the following new members this past year: 
Samuel Allchurch  Alice Chiu  Prof Warrick Couch Chris Dekter 
Gavin Fry  K Geiger   Anthony Halliday  Victoria Hay 
Jeffrey Heath  James McClure  Henry Bulbeck  Jessica Earle 

The Society regrets to announce the deaths of the following members: 
Anne Byron-Smith William Glasson  Rev HR Jones  Hampton Beale 

VALE HAMPTON BEALE 
We greatly regret to report the death on 2 November 2010 of our member John Hampton Hartwig Beale, at the age of 90.  Hampton 
joined the Society of Organists in 1967.  He was, for 38 years, organist of Christ Church Anglican Church, Hawthorn, Melbourne 
where he played a fine organ built by Alfred Hunter, of London in 1876. 

Hampton was elected as a councillor for the City of Hawthorn in 1970 and served with distinction until 1994, when the municipality 
was absorbed into the larger City of Boroondara.  He served as Mayor of Hawthorn 1974-75, 1984-85 and 1989-90.  He was born at 
Boulder, WA on 2 June 1920 and later gained his Bachelor of Science degree at the University of WA in 1941 and his BA degree at the 
University of Melbourne in 1955.  He was awarded the medal of the order of Australia (OAM) in the Queen’s Birthday Honours of 
2000 for service to the community.  It is interesting to note that Hampton was senior administrative officer for the City of Prahran 1975-
1985 at the time that Council acquired the former Congregational Church in Malvern Road, later to become Chapel off Chapel; the 
outstanding 1862 F.W. Nicholson organ was thus preserved as part of this acquisition and was donated to St Patrick’s Catholic Church, 
Mentone, where it survives today.  Hampton also served as chairman and president of a number of local community organisations and 
gave freely of his time. 

Several members of the Society and OHTA were present at his funeral at Christ Church, Hawthorn on 9 November.  We salute this life 
so splendidly devoted to service to the community. 

CUP DAY VISIT TO ORGANS IN IVANHOE 
Ivanhoe is one of the most pleasant suburbs in Melbourne, with an undulating topography, winding main street, many trees and parks 
and a wealth of historic buildings.  There are many churches too, mostly containing a pipe organ, and the Ivanhoe Girls Grammar 
School has a very fine Knud Smenge organ from the 1990s in its performing arts centre – alas, a visit here was not possible on a public 
holiday. 

The Society’s Cup Day organ visits have a long history – I can recall these taking place as long ago as the 1960s and always attract a 
good attendance from Society members.  The visit this November was no exception – we were scheduled to visit three churches but at 
one of the venues (the Baptist Church – an interesting arts 
and crafts building designed by architect and organist 
Lawrence Warner) the key custodian failed to materialise. 

The visit began at the Ivanhoe Uniting Church, a spacious 
building in a Romanesque idiom.  The organ was by George 
Fincham & Sons, built for the earlier building in 1920 and 
moved into the present building in 1925.  A rebuild by Hill, 
Norman & Beard (Australia) in 1964 saw a number of tonal 
changes, new action and a detached drawstop console 
installed.  Overall, the sound was quite refined.  Gordon 
Atkinson began the demonstrations with his reminiscences 
about life in the church in the 1930s and 1940s – his father 
was choirmaster here for 25 years.  Later he gave a brief 
demonstration of works that he had performed here many 
decades ago, including the Bach chorale prelude Erbarm dich 
mein.  
              Ivanhoe Uniting Church (John Maidment) 
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After lunch, we adjourned to St George’s Anglican Church in 
East Ivanhoe – a striking building designed by noted architect 
Robin Boyd – its colonnade made from telegraph poles 
reminiscent of his motel at Merimbula, NSW.  The spacious 
and resonant interior contains an organ built in 1988-89 by 
Australian Pipe Organs containing parts from a 1932 
Fincham instrument formerly at Holy Trinity Anglican 
Church, Thornbury and a 16ft Krummhorn rank from the 
previous organ in the church, formerly in Robert Tobin’s 
house in Hawthorn.  The organ produces a striking and 
brilliant sound, with an impressive Swell Trompette.  Roger 
Brown, the church organist, began the demonstration 
(including snatches of Percy Fletcher’s Festival Toccata) and 
then members took over. 

John Maidment. 

           St George’s Anglican Church – Roger Brown at the console (John Maidment) 

Society Event… 

 
Other Events… 

 
ADVENT ORGAN CONCERTS AT MENTONE 

St Patrick's Catholic Church, cnr Rogers and Childers Streets, Mentone. 
Saturday 4 December, 5.00pm  Christopher Cook, Dir of Music, Queens College, Melb Univ; Organist, St Matthew’s Cheltenham. 
Saturday 11 December, 5.00pm  Fr Nicholas Dillon, Priest / Musician. 
Saturday 18 December, 5.00pm  Christopher Trikilis, Director of Music, St Patrick’s Mentone. 

The Catholic Parish of Mentone-Parkdale celebrates the historic 1862 Nicholson Organ installed in St Patrick's each year with a series 
of concerts leading up to Christmas. This important organ (formerly in the Congregational Church, Prahran) was restored and re-
opened in August 1999. Join us for music of the season performed by prominent Melbourne organists each Saturday throughout 
Advent at 5.00pm. Admission is FREE.   Enquiries: 9583 2103 (office hours) or 0402 678 148. 

 
THOMAS HEYWOOD CONCERTS 
Sunday 5 December, 2.00pm  at St James’ Anglican Church, 252 Upper Heidelberg Road, Ivanhoe. 
Friday 17 December, 8.00pm  at St Mary’s Basilica, Yarra Street, Geelong. 

Afternoon tea / supper served afterwards. Admission $25 adults $20 concession - Pay at the door.  Enquiries 1300 661 244. 
 
ORGAN MUSIC FOR CHRISTMAS 
Sunday 5 December, 3.00pm  at Our Lady of Victories, 548 Burke Road, Camberwell (near Riversdale Rd). 

David Agg plays music for Advent and Christmas from Baroque to Modern Noël Variations by Daquin, Balbastre, Dandrieu and 
Bouvard, Preludes by Bach, Buxtehude and others in the magnificent setting of the Basilica of Our Lady of Victories. Admission $10, 
Concession $5.  Enquiries: 9809 4426. 
 

CAROLS SERVICES AT ST PAUL’S CATHEDRAL 
St Paul's Cathedral, cnr Flinders & Swanston Streets, Melbourne. 
Sunday 5 December, 6.00pm   Advent Carols 
Sunday 19 December, 3.00pm   Christmas Carols 
Christmas Eve, Friday 24 December, 8.00pm Christmas Carols 

All events feature The Choir of St Paul’s Cathedral. 
 
SCANDINAVIAN CHRISTMAS CONCERTS 
Monday 13 December, 8.00pm 
Tuesday 14 December, 8.00pm  at Swedish Church, 21 St Georges Road, Toorak (Melway map 58K3). 

A concert with Christmas music from Denmark, Finland, Norway and Sweden, performed in the original languages.  
Leader: Staffan Thuringer. Enquiries Phone 9827 5580. Admission is free. Retiring collection.   
Choir website:   http://skut.svenskakyrkan.se/melbourne/choir.html 

TWILIGHT ORGAN RECITAL at ST PATRICK'S CATHEDRAL 
Wednesday 15 December, 6.00pm at St Patrick's Cathedral, cnr Gisborne St and Cathedral Place, East Melbourne. 

St Patrick's Cathedral and the Society of Organists (Vic) are delighted to present a twilight recital by 20-year-old 
virtuoso English organist Tristan Mitchard on the impressive 4-manual 1964 Fincham organ located in St Patrick's. 
This is Tristan's only Melbourne recital as part of his 2010/11 Australian tour. Program includes works by Durufle, 
Shostakovich, Vaughan Williams, Alain, Leighton and Bonighton. This is a concert you will not want to miss! Entry 
$10 at the door. A full program flyer is attached to this month's newsletter. Doors open at 5.30pm.   
All enquiries: music@cam.org.au 
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CHRISTMAS ORGAN-ic LUNCH WITH ORCHESTRA VICTORIA 
Tuesday 21 December, 1.00pm – 2.00pm   at the Melbourne Town Hall, 100 Swanston Street, Melbourne.  Free Admission. 

Celebrate the end of the year as Marko Letonja leads Orchestra Victoria in an uplifting lunchtime concert. The orchestra will perform 
Dvorák’s wildly popular New World Symphony, a work that the Czech Romantic composer wrote when he visited the United States of 
America in the 1890s. The orchestra will be joined by Melbourne-based organist Christopher Cook to perform Samuel Barber’s 
rousing Toccata Festiva. All in all, this promises to be a celebratory way to end the 2010 Grand Organ program. Orchestra Victoria has 
a strong commitment to taking orchestral music to audiences around the State and presents over 60 community concerts each year to 
audiences in Melbourne and across regional and rural Victoria. Orchestra Victoria also works in partnership with Australia’s premier 
performing arts companies - The Australian Ballet, Opera Australia and Victorian Opera - presenting performances of artistic 
excellence. 

Melb Town Hall enquiries:  www.melbourne.vic.gov.au/grandorgan     Email:  grandorgan@melbourne.vic.gov.au    Phone: 9658 9658. 

  
ORGANS OF THE BALLARAT GOLDFIELDS   
Friday 14 – Sunday 23 January 2011.  Directed by Sergio de Pieri. 

The 16th annual festival of classical music in the heritage churches and halls of the central highlands goldfields - Ballarat, Daylesford, 
Snake Valley and Dunolly.  The 25 one-hour recitals include eight featuring the organ with organists, Christopher Wrench, David 
Drury, Dr Gary Verkade, Dominic Perissinotto and David Macfarlane.  The festival opens with The Play of Daniel and closes with the 
Australian Baroque Brass – both at St Patrick's Cathedral, Ballarat.  Go to www.ballarat.com/organs  for program and on-line 
bookings.  Phone 0429 327 097 for brochure and bookings and 03 5333 1195 for brochure and information. 

 
BOOKINGS OPEN FOR THE ORGAN HISTORICAL TRUST OF AUSTRALIA TASMANIAN CONFERENCE 

The Organ Historical Trust of Australia is holding its 34th annual conference in Tasmania, beginning in Hobart on 26 April and 
concluding in Launceston on 1 May 2011 – this is immediately after Easter. 

The conference will present the opportunity to see, hear and play a number of the historic organs in this state, visit many buildings of 
architectural interest, and participate in sessions where papers of topical interest will be presented. A brochure was enclosed with the 
last issue of Organ Australia.  You can also download a brochure from the OHTA website at www.ohta.org.au where full details of the 
conference are also given.  ‘Earlybird’ registration is available before 30 January 2011, offering lower rates for attendance.  

The fees include accommodation, bus transportation, venue charges, and a number of meals. Enquiries to Christopher Cook 
accook2001@yahoo.com.au , telephone 0400 255 216, or John Maidment  johnrm@tpg.com.au , telephone 03 9882 5978. 

 

Opportunities and Trading Table 
ORGANIST POSITION - CASUAL 

First Church of Christ, Scientist, Ringwood, 26 Station Street (cnr Kendall Street), Ringwood. An organist is required for casual 
appointment on 1 or 2 Sundays per month for the 10.30am Sunday service and occasionally for the 8.00pm Wednesday evening 
service.  For further details and position description, contact Danielle Deppeler on 9878 3366 or 0421 108 080. 

 
ORGANIST / DIRECTOR OF MUSIC  

The Parish of St James the Great, Inkerman Street, East St Kilda, a small but vibrant Anglo-Catholic Parish in Melbourne seeks a 
Director of Music who is happy to work with a team of cantors who lead the singing at mass.  The instrument is a mid 1860s Chamber 
Organ built in Tasmania by the famous Samuel Joscelyne –  1 manual, 8 speaking stops, 1 coupler, mechanical action. Please contact 
Father Roger Kelly OGS; Phone (03) 9527 1017; Email  rkelly@ogs.net  

 
ORGANIST POSITION – ANGLICAN PARISH OF JIKA JIKA 

The Anglican Parish of Jika Jika seeks applications for the position of Organist at St George’s, Reservoir, for commencement in 
January 2011.  This modern church building possesses a versatile two manual, two-rank extension organ built by Dirksen (Brisbane) 
and renovated by Hill, Norman & Beard.  The parish tradition is friendly Anglo-Catholic.  The successful applicant will be required to 
play the organ for the 9.30am Mass each Sunday, and to lead a small choir under the oversight of the Parish Director of Music.  
Opportunities exist to develop skills in choir training and organ playing.  Applications from younger organists are especially welcome.  
Salary negotiable commensurate with experience and availability to assist with mid-week rehearsals.  For more information, or to 
obtain a position description, contact Dr. Kieran Crichton via email to music@jikajika.com  or telephone 0407 816 321. 
 

A COPY OF ORGANISMS FOR CHRISTMAS? 
Joy Hearne has copies of Jenny Setchell's book available at the usual price of $25.00 if picked up, or $31.50 for postage and packing. 
The book is now in its fourth print run with its anecdotes from the World of woe, humour, grief and fright that come from the computer 
keyboards of more than 120 organists throughout the globe. If you would like a copy, please get in touch with Joy on 9893 3095 or by 
email  joyhearne@optusnet.com.au .    Alternatively, just send a cheque to Joy at 38 Barter Crescent, Forest Hill 3131 with full details 
of where to send a copy. 

 
ORGAN FOR SALE 

Roland Atelier AT90R organ available in excellent condition for sale in the Eastern suburbs of Melbourne. An elegant wood grain 
design complements the rich virtuosity of this model's array of sounds including, pipe, theatre and jazz. This classic organ features a 25-
note, full scale pedal keyboard and a 76-note lower keyboard to tempt the most discerning owner. Offered for $8950 for a quick sale.  
Phone Allan on 0418 179 282 for further information and to arrange an inspection. 

 
GREAT AUSTRALASIAN ORGANS CD 

Martin Setchell's latest CD in the Great Australasian Organs VII series (as reviewed in the September Organ Australia) may be obtained 
by applying to www.organist.co.nz and costs $30.00 Australian including postage. Any other queries could be directed to Joy Hearne. 



4 
 
 
AMERICAN REED ORGAN FOR SALE 

Maker: Kimball, Chicago (est. date 1890).  One manual, 5 octaves F – F, 2 sets of reeds: Bass- Diapason 8’, Principal 4’, Treble- 
Melodia 8’, Celeste 8’.  Treble Coupler, Bass Coupler, Forte.  Knee swells. Handsome dark case.  For more information, or inspection 
(Mornington Peninsula), contact Ken Falconer 0409 410 042  or  Email:  rothes@alphalink.com.au  

 
HISTORIC PIPE ORGANS OF MELBOURNE VOL. 1 

Introduced by John Sheridan and featuring extensive interviews with John Maidment, this new DVD contains an hour of music played 
on the following historic pipe organs: 

James Moyle  1 manual pipe organ at St Linus', Merlynston.   
FW Nicholson  2 manual pipe organ at St Patrick’s, Mentone.   

Joseph Walker  3 manual pipe organ at St Stephen’s, Richmond.   
William Stone  2 manual pipe organ at Uniting Church, Blackburn.   
Alfred Fuller  2 manual pipe organ at St Mark’s, Fawkner.   

TC Lewis  4 manual pipe organ at St Paul's Cathedral, Melbourne.   
Phone enquiries: 9879 6368.   Price: $25 each plus postage. Postage is $6 for the first copy and $2 for each additional item. 
To order online using a credit card:   http://www.assemble-edit.com.au/sales.html  
To order by post please mail your payment to: Michael Wallis, 96A Loughnan Road, Ringwood Vic 3134. 

 

AIMS AND OBJECTIVES of the SOCIETY OF ORGANISTS 
To promote and cultivate an interest in the organ and its music. 

To promote a friendly exchange of ideas amongst members of the Society. 
To assist players and encourage those who may be interested in learning the organ 

To offer advice, if requested, on the rebuilding and design of instruments. 
To encourage a high standard of musicianship amongst members. 

MEMBERSHIP of the SOCIETY OF ORGANISTS 
For a membership form, please visit our website, www.sov.org.au . Membership is not restricted to organists, and anyone with a love and 
interest in the organ and its music is welcome to join.  If you know anyone – young or old! – who might enjoy the activities and 
opportunities offered by the Society, why not give them a gift subscription?  Membership benefits include this Newsletter, which includes 
notices of coming events, concerts and other organ-related activities in Victoria, and Organ Australia, the national quarterly journal. 

SUBSCRIPTION PAYMENT 
Many members now pay their subscription by bank transfer. This is quick and easy, and saves paper; however, in a few cases the name of 
the member does not appear on our bank statement – which means we have no information about the person making the payment. As a 
consequence, reminder notices will continue to be sent.  To confirm that you have paid your membership, please return the reminder 
with a note of the date when the bank transfer was made. For any questions, call our Treasurer, Allan Smith, on 0419 347 787. 

SOV WEBSITE 
The SOV website is www.sov.org.au . For additional information about Society events, check the Upcoming Events page.  David Macfarlane 
is the Society webmaster.  Email addresses and telephone numbers for all Council members and other office bearers can be found on the 
Contact Us page. 

REGISTRAR OF DEPUTIES 
Warwick Lewis (see below) keeps a list of members willing to play for weddings, funerals or locums for Sunday Services. 

Advertising in Organo Pleno Newsletter 
News of forthcoming events, advertisements and other items of interest are published in this newsletter free of charge as a service to 
members.  All copy for advertisements is due by the 20th of each month.  All sale items and job advertisements are carried for three 
issues only, subject to renewal by the advertiser.  Please send all advertisements to the Newsletter Editor, Colin Prohasky (contact details 
below).  ** When an item has been sold, or a position filled, please notify the editor to stop your advertisement. ** 

SOV COUNCILLORS FOR THE YEAR 2010-2011 
Gordon Atkinson, Daniel Bittner, Jennifer Chou, Simon Colvin, Jim Fletcher,  

Tony Love, David Macfarlane, Alan Roberts, Allan Smith, Christopher Trikilis. 

Society of Organists (Victoria) Directory 
 

Patron-in-Chief 
 

His Excellency, the Governor of Victoria, Professor David de Kretser AC 
Patrons The Most Revd Denis J Hart DD 

The Right Revd Andrew St John DD 
Mr Douglas Lawrence OAM 

President Alan Roberts president@sov.org.au  03 9596 8692 
Vice-President Jennifer Chou vicepresident@sov.org.au  0410 844 552 
Secretary Tony Love secretary@sov.org.au 03 5974 2981 
Treasurer Allan Smith treasurer@sov.org.au  0419 347 787 
Membership Secretary Simon Colvin members@sov.org.au  0409 202 875 
Webmaster David Macfarlane websiteeditor@sov.org.au  0412 915 380 
Newsletter Editor Colin Prohasky newslettereditor@sov.org.au  0425 726 880 
Registrar of Deputies Warwick Lewis registrar@sov.org.au  0417 114 077 
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       President's Report   2009 – 2010 
             Presented at the Annual General Meeting, 
         St George’s Anglican Church, Ivanhoe East, Tuesday 3 Nov, 2010. 

 
     I am glad to present this report for the years 2009-2010 during which  
     there have been many highs and some lows. 
 
     Several open console days were held with good attendances, and the  
     Society  acknowledges with thanks the authorities at: 
      

 St Patrick’s Cathedral, Melbourne 
 St Mark’s Anglican Church, Fitzroy 
 Long Gully Uniting Church, Bendigo  
 Sacred Heart Cathedral, Bendigo  
 First Church of Christ, Scientist, South Melbourne 
 Ivanhoe Uniting Church 
 St George’s Anglican Church, Ivanhoe East. 

 
A planned meeting at Melbourne Town Hall was postponed because of problems with one of the organ blowers. This will 
now take place on Saturday, 20 November at 12.45pm. 
 
At St John’s Anglican Church, Camberwell, continuing educational film nights which were started last year, two DVDs 
were shown – Ian Tracey at Liverpool Cathedral, and Gerry Hancock at St Thomas’, New York City. Also at St John’s, 
earlier in the year Simon Colvin presented a lecture Through the Archives, with videos, photographs and a music display, 
during which were heard the organs at the Town Halls of Melbourne, St Kilda, Sydney and Adelaide, and those of St Paul’s 
Cathedral Melbourne, St Peter’s, Eastern Hill, Melbourne and St John’s Cathedral, Brisbane. From an ABC hymn 
broadcast of 1948 we listened to the choir of Ivanhoe Methodist Church conducted by my father, WR Atkinson, with 
myself playing the organ. 
 
The Annual Dinner, this year at Umina, the Victorian headquarters of the Country Women's Association, was 
enthusiastically endorsed by those in attendance, with a thoughtful address by the Rev Christopher Willcock. 
 
The Secretary, Kieran Crichton, resigned in April leaving gaps in the smooth administration of the Society, and I am 
grateful to Christopher Trikilis for offering to cover some of these, particularly the taking and sending of the Minutes. 
 
Organ Australia continues on the road of development, the high standard of articles remains, with the introduction of 
coloured photographs an enhancement. Organo Pleno is always a pleasure to receive monthly, featuring details of much of 
the music performed in Melbourne and surrounds. The work of Jennifer Cossins and Colin Prohasky is appreciated by all 
members of the Society. 
 
Membership of the Society remains constant, 335, with new members and losses by death. Although the numbers on the 
books are reasonably static, some meetings are not well attended. The Council, aware of this problem, has endeavoured to 
make meetings pleasurable as well as learning experiences. 
 
The publication of The Southern Cross Collection  has not had the sales Council had expected, and it is our hope that this will 
be rectified in the new year with a renewed campaign. 
 
As well as welcoming you who are attending this afternoon I want to thank Warwick Lewis who maintains the list of 
deputies, and it is good to have Bernie and Pam Love of Blackhills Digital Printing in attendance. Their work for the 
Society’s publications is valued.  The auditing of the financial records by Ken Barelli is greatly appreciated. 
 
Council met seven times in the last year, and all members deserve thanks for the time and energy that is put into the 
planning of meetings, David Brown, Jennifer Chou, Simon Colvin (Membership Secretary), David Macfarlane 
(Webmaster), Alan Roberts, Allan Smith (Treasurer), Christopher Trikilis (Vice President), and Glen Witham. 
 
David Brown and Glen Witham are not re-nominating for next year, David has been a councillor for six years, and Glen 
for two. 
 
I retire as President this year, and thank all who have helped in the successes of the season. 
 
 
Gordon Atkinson. 
  
 


